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PREFACE 


The intense interest that the political rcnaissmice of India has focussed 
on all things Indian tvould appear to make the present time opportune for 
giving the public a IraJislalion and verse rendering of one of the best hmvn 
of the Mohammedan jjoels of modern India. Ildli was a very prolific tvriter, 
his Quatrains forming less thar} one tithe of his writings; hut his Quatrains , — 
though probably not so well-known among his co-religionists as some of his 
other poems— from their wide range of subjccis, convey a fair impression 
of his general outlook. 

The nom-de-plume Hdli thinly concealed the personality of Zlaulvi 
Khawaja Altaf Hussain Ansari of Panipat (PaJiipati) in the Pjinjab. He 
almost certainly adopted this nom-de-plume in its serise of ‘ Oeyniine-RcaV , 
and there xvoidd he few who woidd not acJcnowledge that he and his loritings 
justified the choice. 

Hdli teas bom at Panipat in 1837. Having lost his father at an early 
age, he was brought up by an elder brother, for ruhom he cherished the greatest 
affection, and to whose memory he dedicated a poignantly beautiful short poem. 
In his youth he fortunately became associated with the late Nawab Mohammad 
Mustafa Khan, Shaifta Rais of Jahangirabad, whose j)^^sonal character and 
intense idealism exercised a great influence on Hdli’s mind. He has acknowledged 
the great benefit he derived from this long association, especially in the choosing 
and maturing of his style which has made such a definite mark on modern Indian 
poetry. But much oj his development as a poet, reformer, and man of the world 
was due to his contact with the famous Mohammedan poet Ohalib (mentioned in 
Quatrain 60) to whom he was introduced by Mohammad Mustafa Khan. 

Hdli entered Government service in (he Ediicational Department of his own 
province and had a successful career, retiring as an assistant Translator, hi 
this post he was employed in correcting Urdu Text Books and Translations. 



TU oJliaal tide of his life ms hmeiermerels, the frame mlhin which Hdh’s real 
carter as a pod and eoeial reformer developed 

About the age of 40 II dh came under ike tnfluenee of the great Mohammedan 
reformer Sir Saxyad Akmad Khan Bahadur, and from that time onward 
he devoted hts poeUeal gifu to the cause of reform and the service of his co reh 
gtonisls in India Be howeier found time for a considerable volume of critical 
hteralure in pro«c, a life of the Persian poet Sadi, a life of hts master Ohalib, 
a two volume life of Sir Saiyad Akmad Khan, and an excellent treatise on poetry 
and poetic style 

Maulana Bo}*, although he urott for the most part m Urdu, totelded an 
equally facile pen in both Persian and Arabic, »n which languages his prose 
and poetry iccre admired by all the most competent judges 

It may not be out of place to mention two dominant features in Maulana 
IldWs eharaeier self sacrifice for the good of others, and disregard of his own 
temporal interests Bis worLs hate always been in great demand and might 
have brought km a canstderahU income, but true to hts nature he never placed any 
restriction on their publication 

Be died at Panipat on the diet December, 1914, but his writings are still 
green in the hearts of his Mohammedan countrymen 


The English verse form has been arrived at after a careful analysts of the 
scansion of the Urdu of Hah and with a weto <o motntaintny on even rhythm 
throughout Persian and Urdu poetry allows considerable license in the framing 
of Quatrains, provided the scheme of each Quatrain « symmetrical and 
it IS only natural that Bdli should have taken full advantage of (his fact lit the 
construction of Quatrains written at different hmes and on different themes These 



vu 

changes of rlnjllim, however, (end (o dash when the Qiiatraim are collected into one 
booh in conseentive order. It teas fdt that an even rhythmic smoothness in the 
English verse rendering wotild have a more ^leasing effect, and an effort has been 
made in the rhythm sdeded to produce, as far as is possible in English, the average 
rhythm of the Urdu original. 


Gratitude is due to Khaioaja Sajjad Hussain, the heir of Hdli,for generously, 
and in keeping with the traditions of his family, alloioing the free 7ise of his 
father's Quatrains. Similar acknowledgments are also due to the executor of the 
late O. E. Ward, M.A.for permission to use his sdiolarly literal translation of 
the Urdu original. 

1 also wish to express my deep appreciation of the great help and encourage- 
ment given by the Educatiojial Department of His Exalted Highness The Nizam's 
Government and Sir AlAar Hydari. Mr. Fazl Mohammad Khan, the Director 
of Public Inslrudion of His Exalted Highness’s Government, has personally 
interested himsdf in this booh and has most generously arranged for the revision 
of Mr. Ward’s translation by eminent scholars of the Stale, 


C. S. TUTE 
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U — u K-Jl j — Cj. i^l 4S_ tulf 

1^ O ^ ^1 _it £_ juU^ 

Ji) .yW -!- ^ tit- 

1^—^ KV £- ^_j4j Jj ^ 

The Unitt 

There is a thorn m every breast stack fast, tellmg of Thee , 
There is a staple ring hung m every ear, telling of Thee, 

He, vbo has not confessed Thee, has known Thee perforce ; 
Yes, even in a heart lost, there is alarm telling of Thee. 

r 

\j Ub ji,V . Ifc 

- y blf v.^1^ ^ Aj ^jS, 3 1 

< w <-> ^ 

1 »T *—> ^J ' >1 

The Hindu m his idol has discovered Thy glory , 

Parsis over their fire have chanted Thy music 
The Hatenalist from fais universe has postulated Thee ; 
Denial of Thee by any being has not been found possible 
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THE QUATRAINS OF HALI 


In the, name of Ood, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 


I 

Sharp is the Spur of Conscience — Reminder of Thy Will ; 
What hut Thy Curb prevents us when we abstain from ill; 

Protesting or Denying — all necks bend ’neath Thy Yoke; 
No Soul is so benighted but dreads Thy Anger still. 


11 

The Hindu in his idols doth glorify Thy Name ; 

The Parsi hears Thy Music sing in the Sacred Flame ; 

Yea, e’ew the unbeliever must grant some Primal Cause; 
Lol God, Jehovah, Buddha, are Allah — and the same. 
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Ii4f jii- f-r=. ^ £- 

^ \j — * i— — 

i_47l w«'*fc ^ 1^ ..nT I? ■ «i 

tjf O'-. 1^ J, 

The Umity 

la the whirlwind, when the ship is being tossed rouad and roand,— 
^Vhen the cararan in the sand dnft is frantic with agony,— 

When hope in all earthly means vanishes sway,— 

There, excepting Thee none else is remembered 


I* 

L cy;,X_» ^ 

yS A4svj 

sl; y 

^yi < - •* Jl_^j ‘ ~ f ^ 

When there encompass him on all sides the signs of Thy power, 
Even the Atheist cries aloud to Thee, under compulsion 
To the bat no highway to darkness was visible 
tVben the sun’s light blazed forth m every direction 
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in 

When faced mith stark disaster by peril of the sea — 
Or lost in trackless deserts and crazed with agony — 
The Human Soul, affrighted, bereft of human aid. 
Will ever seek Thy succour in its exti'emity. 


IV 

The rising Sun in splendour, scatters in panic flight 
The furtive darkness-homeing winged creatures of the night ; 

E’en so Thy works of Power confound the Infidel 
Enforcing slow acceptance on his reluctant sight. 
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0 

^ ^ 

!r-^ r^ u — 

Jl— fttf J^ ^ 

^ ^ o'- oi” '<‘‘’ oV^ 

The Uititt 

^Yhen despair Mlis thick upon the hearts of mankind, 

It forces Thj name upon the Lps even of foes. 

It js possible that infants in their joy foi^et their mother, 
But, when they are m pain, she is lint in their thoughts. 


1 

Ji ^ j 1^1 • <r. 

^j{. ■ j.r cJ^ AJ M 

ujI JjI ,j — lA "ji 

J — r* or-^ oi- ^ 

From earth and air and fire and water, in this world 
Innumerable secrets have become revealed to man. 

But not less are Thy treasures, from eternity till now, 
Hidden, as before, within the safe of the unseen. 
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V 

A healthy child when playing may well forgetful he, 

Yet, hurt, seeks with its Mother instinctive sanctuary. 

So when mankind is helpless, and prey to dark despair, 
The blackest Unbeliever Uirns once again to Thee. 


VI 

Lo ! Earth, Air, Fire, and Water their secrets still unfold 
As through the Questing Ages the Quest foj- Truth hath rolled. 
Though rich the harvest garnered, e'en more remains to reap. 
Much as the Past has yielded more doth the Future hold. 
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V 

^ ^ ' — “ ir*^ " ^ tj^ jtU> 

Jv*^ -^-vV- ‘=-;^ (r" ^/— i* 

Jj £- ^ ^ jjl , Jj ^] , 

The Untty 

From Thy being 13 the glow and scent of hfe — for the good of all , 
In snbmisaion to Thee is self respect — for the good of all , 
Excepting Thee alone, aD supports are feeble , 

All are for their own sake— and Thoo for the good of all 


A 

ollj ^ *4*u ^ 

4 )t£ ^ /S 

^ ^ y **su tSj^ , ji 

“=- r^-i ("J -r-^ i/— 

What other proof shall be of Thee more absolute than this ? 

In the world is not a soul who would be naturally joyful 
Yet these, who are waitmg with their hearts fixed on Thee, 
Stay on by every pam and every gnef untrammelled. 



iO 


IX 

You came and merged the Righteous in His Sublimity; 
You filled the hearts of Lovers with mystic ecstasy; 

You gave mankind to worship one llTidivided Truth; 
You came, and all acknowledged His fiaioless Unity. 


X 

Arabia, the barren, through You became renowned 
And its unlettered peoples were o’er the nations crowned. 

Rum to Islam did harken and joined with Tartary ^ 
And countless scattered peoples a common refuge found. 


2 
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OL ^ 

I. ^ ^ x« ^ i- ^ij 

j-i *-4 T ^ *4?^ uT^ ^ 

»-J^ ^ oy) ^ y^ Lli 

CoinrEUDATioiT (OF THE Pbophet) 

Petraea was ennobled because of Thy nativity ; 

Yathrib * iron ronOTrn from Thy dwelling therein ; 

Not only Thy offspring make a boast of Thy name ; 

Thy sires are ennobled through paternity of Thee. 

ir 

_rt' ^ ti jjjl ;iijl 

<y-/ ^ ^ 

tjj ^ tS y^ 

ui/ ji" ^ ‘->-V (_r) ;j' ‘j 

GoODWnXt TO All. 

Where we strive not with Hindus, nor bear ill will to Infidels — 
Where we shrink from doing harm and m return for harm do good— 
Let those, who are mnttermg that ‘ This world is a Hell \ 

Only come and explore the delicts of this Paradise. 

1 The proper same of Medma, which word means simply ‘ city *. 
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XI 

Petraea was ennobled by Your nativity. 

Because You deigned to divell there Yathrib shall famous be. 
Your offspring and their offspring shall boast them of 

Your name. 

Your fathers name is blessed through his paternity. 


XII 

Let us not strive nor bicker with those of alien creeds. 

Let us shun harm and offer good for all evil deeds. 

Thus shall this sad world blossom into a Paradise, 
Splendid with joy and laughter, filling mards utmost needs. 
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ui^ b*^ rr 

^y SJJj Jj ^ 

<-fj^ r^) u?" ^ f* 

DlSCOKTINOAJ.CE OF LoVE P0E3K 


I hare done matching my voice with the rughtingaJe in the garden, 
I hare done reciting verses in the conclave of poets; 

Smeo thoa hast forsaken me, 0 lively heart of my youth 1 
1 too have forsaken thy iniennmable stones 


tf 

Jo HOJ) u)lj-v 

t ^ ^ -Sfo u*^ 

^ uy'Ai ^ 

M 4i^ I ^ Jj 

Cheerful old men 

They are blithe in adversity — as if they were successful , 

They fight with their feebleness — as if they were athletes , 

They have hearts, they bare courage — who are bringing to a close 
Their old age — laughing and talking— as if they were youths 
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XIII 

My heart is rm more singing as in past golden days, 

My fount of words is empty that hymned Thy constant praise, 
8i7ice Thou, Heart'‘s Life, forsook me, I can no more tell o’er 
My once exhaustless treasure of tender looks and ways. 


XIV 

Hail! to those cheerful Ancients, who in despite of years 
Still smiling face disaster and bravely hide their fears. 

Who with high youthful courage vanquish their feebleness. 
Filling their days with laughter, and scorning senile tears. 
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lo 

LrV 

uri^ i/t* ^ 

^ jfi. Kjs^ 03^ 

t^^LSK *3 yti^ ,_plJ L«ri iJjA. ^_jJb 
Jjj i ^ ^ ^ 

Good akd Evil abe neab neiohdodbs 

Those people who are famed for their nrtues very much, 

Let them of their virtues not be vain over mach 
Even a good deed is bad, if the heart be not m it , 

And evil is distant from the good— not very much 

11 

^ Jj ^ . — o. 0? j> 

^lU A_ W v-jl 2_ uojc^ ^ 

The tuib or Teul 

A zealot used to say, * My life is offered on my creed ' 

But when bis faith came to the moment of tnal, 

Some one asked him humbly — ‘ Tell us, what is best now ? * 
Quoth he, ‘My brother ' know, uhtle there is hfe, there ts the world ’ 



L<1 those tvho for their virlucs^ enjoj/ a U'orldhj fame. 
Tal:c heed, nor for their actions excessive merit claim. 
E'en good deeds man he evil nidcss the}/ he sincere ; 
The gulf Uwixt good and evil is sometimes hut a name. 


XVI 

A fanatic once boasted, * Lo, for my creed Pd die! ’ 

Yet under persecution mas loath to testify, 

And when one hnmhly ashed him far his advice, quoth h 
‘ Hold on to life, my brother, you gain the world thereby.' 
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IV 

^ ;!>* ^ ^ 

^ »_r^' t«i?U iif>S ^ 

1$ ^ 1 - -T^l.» |.l«,.'^,.< \^] 


Love 

Is love a physician for the unhealthy at heart ? 

Or is it in itself the home of thonsands of -woes ? 

Of that I knoTF notloDg; only this much I have heard. 
For those without work it is a charming pastime. 

lA 

A. AJ / 

oi-j aiyo ^1 ij IjI i-J') 

^ ^ Jj] 

4S-J- y’l 

The appraisement op the Good 

Set not down good men as bad, O my son * 

If one gesture or half a gesture of theirs displease thee. 

Tha finanes* of a pomegcaoate la not apoilt to the taate^ 
If there should be inside it one or two pips rotten. 
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XV n 

In Love, for hearts sore slricJx7i, can there he healing found? 
Or is Love a delusion in ivhich all u'oes abound? 

Which he the truth 1 hnoiv not, hut this much I have heard, 
That many an idle hour Love hath u'ith beauty crowned. 


XV in 

3Iy son, judge no man rashly and lest you err lahe heed ! 
E'en good men may he guilty of soine small evil deed, 

A red. pomegranate's siveetness is not one ivhii the less 
If, hid ioiihin its ripeness, you find one hitter seed. 



10 


y^ h '-~^) I* 

^^J •^*1* j_/-JL,«<y«j ^ -ttu j- 

e~JwC> j — -^ is»Ci oC> ^ 

f3j^ ^ uj^y h ^ 

UnBEASOVABLE ExPEOTATIONS from FfilBirDS 
Through life, they have beeo lost upon a picture of fancy. 

Who have always been demanding immaculate fnends 
Those, who hare quatrelled with their comrades at every httle thm| 
Hare lived oatside the pale of the blessings of companionship 


r* 

1? JIoIO^ JaC y-J *_J «_J 

1^1 f ^ \^\ oUm AyA 0^ 

ur^ ;j) i-ZJ A; ^jjj> yb 

Wine and Youth 

Young men t be not seduced to any drmking of wme , 

Take not upon your necks the blood of God given reason 
The time itself o{ TbatA is a madness, — and n<rtv 
X>o you pile upon one madness another madness , you ? 
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XIX 

Those who pursue the Mirage of \fricndship xoithout flaw^ 
All friendship Jose if, que-ding, they lesser ties ignore; 

And those who lightly quarrel and from their fellows ivrn^ 
Of Friendship's pleasant Tavern remain without the door. 


XX 

Young Man, refrain from drinking the juices of the F??ie, 
And thy God-given reason therewith to slay decline. 

Is there not, in Youth, madness sufficient that ye add 
To madness further madness by wilful acts of thine? 
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n 

yiSJ ojv‘ ‘-r-'jjf 

;jj OL w-ic ^ 

Uj 4S. 45 ^ 

6j ^ woe 

^ .J iS. 

WonSE THAN ALt. FAULTS 13 PmUE 

It IS not ID nature that a man be free of faults. 

But keep yourself from them to your utmost, without fail. 

Make smaller the faults you have,— hut still he on your guard, 
Lest, from their decreasing somewhat, your pride should increase 

rr 

^ *J ji* <=V t 

|.u-j jji |.j , M-> ^jit* iy* 

JJjif ^ LJaj^ 

i/ir* ;'■!/ ^ u-" 

The sidtual ahtaookisu of Speech and Action 

They, who achiepe much, say little with their tongue , 

You can’t have both together — ^word craft and deed craft 
So much as the gift of speech has gone on mcreasmg, 

So have we m the same degree been falling o5 m action 
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XXI 

’jTf^ not in human nature from alt faults to he free, 

Td maJ:c (hat thy ideal so far as it may be. 

Strive each fault to diminish, yet ever he on guard. 

Lest in the flush of conquest Pride's Self should vanquish thee. 


xxri 

Those who great deeds accomplish are wont to be tongue-tied , 
— Craft in both speech and action to mortals is denied ' — 
And as our Wordy Ocean flows onward' toils flood, 

Our once great Sea of Action ebbs to a lower tide. 



rr 


^ ts ^ is A. ^ 

uV ^ ^ X 

I ^ J^^ ^ ^ *j y 

iX-“ oV “i- »i ^ ^ 

TkE CoKOnTON OF Acceptanoe 
I t is possible that n’orth may hare no ralae somewhere ; 

Bnt value anywhere without worth there is none 
They refuse amber gratis— it may be,— but still 
In lieu of amber no one wiU accept <lned cowdung ' 

ft* 

^ dSXo^ @,.7^ *• 

; c/ty ^ " ‘i UJ* 

^y& 41 itia fS ^ -3 Ji 

^ jU i j£ 

^ Jj' 

It behoves a *Sbekeb’ to be wabt in adoptino a 

SFIBITUAL O0IDE 

Spiritual guides may be or not be men of knowledge and conviction; 
The fear is lest the Seekers be rash m any way. 

To & buyer ficLre is sore need of two pair of eyes ; 

And even of one eye there is no need to the seller. 

1 Such as is used for tael m the East. 
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Bare things may have no value when there is no demand. 
Yet woiihless things can never a marhet^inice command;’ 

Dying, athirst, a miser might Golden Amher spurn. 
But men will never proffer gold coin for dirt or sand. 


XXIV 

Choice of a Guide is ever a risky enterprise ; 

Saints may he more than simple and less than worldly-ivise 
So he not overhasty hut choose with wary eyes ; 

A seller may he sightless hut never he who huys ! 
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fo 

of ^ J ^ 

^ ^-*1. (J4^ 

tJ It' ^ U"* oy 

!f ^!jL-i ,_f-Jjf f-ic <5- j-/ ^Lx 

*«W ,jXy| 

What TnE diffebenoe is between a Wise man and a Fool* 
Id Ignorance a]) men, wise or foolish, are equal , 

No difference between them is perceptible save this — - 
The wise man has knowledge of his own unwisdom , 

The fool of his ignorance has not the slightest notion 

ri 

^ '» j^ f 

iSV J.1-SO) J-f 3-^ 

^ J'^ j-a ^ ^ oih 

yjt‘ w— L~ ikj- S. 

The coal of Modern Peoobess 

When yesterday they inquired the limit of man’s progress 
‘ Mine host/ with a laugh, thus replied to my friends , — 

‘ There will cot sumT© at last any fault m man , 

By parmg and paring they will ail become merits ’ 

1 Or perhaps mon hteratlj', 'between a learned zaan and a diisre' 
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XXV 

Lo ! Lettered or unlettered, 'no nnxm is truly wise. 

Yet twixt their common folly this dijfere^ice doth arise : — 
The Wise of his unwisdom is ever well aware, 

The Fool his depths of folly can never realise. 


XXVI 

When yesterday One questioned whitheb Man’s progress tends, 
Mine Host 'with mirth responded to his assembled friends : 

‘Man will at last he perfect as each fault’s sinfulness 
Is stage by stage diminished and so as virtue ends’ 
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lyf ^ >>iU A> ^ I— ^...^ ^Xj* l^) 

tcJ £\^ ^ ^ ^ 

“^J^ ■— *J^ ^ 1« 2. I^>(£ 

)t >— ^ ^ ^.1 t>— 1.x ^ ^ ^L>1a.« 

How Salvation* may be obtained fob a Spendthrift 
A munificent spendthrift spoke thus to & pious man, 

' Utter on my behalf a prayer to God for my salvation* I ’ 
The pious man raised hts hands to heaven, and said, 

* Hasten, 0 God Almighty I Thy maloDg this man a panper.‘ 

ra 

^ Cb S ^yS ^ tfift; lAi 

i lJU Jf p /I ^ L3T 

^ «;T ^ 3^ 

^ Ul Sj (f lU7 

Despatch of business 

For waiting, m this world, when does any find respite * 

If to day he is amving, to morrow he departs 

What things you have to do, accomplish them with speed ; 
The missive for your summons is there 1 — coming towards you 
I lilt., trom cate. 
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XXVII 

4 Spendthrift to a Pious Man proffered an earnest plea, 

Pray to God that he may grant salvation unto me ! ’ 

The holy man looked upward and straightway prayed this prayer, 
Hasten, 0 God Almighty, and grant him poverty ! ’ 


XXVIII 

In this world's hurried sojourn none can afford delay, 

Lo! You must leave to-morrow who but arrived to-day. 

The summons for your going, immutable, draws nigh. 
Gird up your loins and hasten, accomplish while you may. 
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rl 


u^f 


ucj^ jK, .tlh ^ L-^jt ju ^ ■*- yt 

trM ^ ^ ^ Jj— a' 
v-iV U^^ 


Self interest 

There la m the self of man, by nature, this disease 
That he seeks a compensation for each effort he makes , 

Deeds which I had done purely for God’s sake— when I looked, 
There was hidden m them even some selfish aim 


r* 

^ ^ u~‘ u-' 

(_/t* yff f-ic £. j-f y 

^ 2-U. j£j Jiif ^jtyy. ^ ly ur* 

The VicissrrDDES of Foetune 
H omes peopled and peopled, ate deserted — by thousands 
Standards, fixed and fixed, ate uprooted — by lakhs , 

If A booms to day — to morrow B has his turn , 
rfatis game after game as eoaa as made is but marred * 

1 Lie , ' Gomes made aod made ore just so being marred 



XXIX 


The heart of Man, by nature, in some strange ivay is flawed. 
Whereby for every effo^i he seeketh a Reward ; 

B'en my deeds of Piety had, ivhen I looked again, 

Hidden springs of selfishness that could not be ignored. 


XXX 

Thousands of homes once teeming deserted stand to-day ; 
Standards that once were sacred. Mankind no longer sway ; 

To-day this one is Sultan, to-morrow that one rules ; 
Nothing is so enduring as to defy decay. 
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n 

j Lg Uj 

Ai jS 

Lt.^^ tJ ^ ^ ^ A ^tj 

l^f ^ ^J y Xisa ^ ljI i.3 

f~^y* *j 

The Tyjuiray of yexrs 

When they found H4U yesterday coldhearted, — as they thought 
They inquired the reason —he laughed and thus replied, 

' Don’t cherish the hope now, of those fonner eociahties , 

TAo^e times have gone by another season has omred ’ 

rr 

tCy ” tj 

j Swu^ 

j— i—Ti yS ^J^ jio j) 

A MAN %VHO HAS HO TRUST IN UTB QAHNOT ACHIEVE ANY QEEAT WOBI 

This commonplace world — ^you may call a fleeting picture , 

All that happens ui the universe — ^you may deem an idle tale 
But, when you set your purpose to any noble work. 

Think every breath vou draw to be life eternal 
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XXXI 

When changed his friends found HdU, Jaoldng his former cheert 
They ashed him for the reason : — he laughed, ^Friends gather near, 
* Those hrave old days are ended, no more shall I carouse — 
‘Past are my Spring and Summer, my Autumn days are heref 


XXXII 

This ivorld may he a picture, hut fleeting, transitory. 

And all that therein happens an idle tale — may he. 

But, he who would accomplish some nohle task, worth-while. 
Must feel that all his labours are for Eternity. 


rr 

Jbj 

^ til 

(yLf K JU y tjJj) 

u>!^' - ? ^ 

X. u;j ^y ijy ^ 

SioKS OP Decadence 

Tbe fathers — secure m their land and possessiecs , 

The sons — •mth a dream of contentment m indolence , 

The children m on tag not , the young men doing nothing ,— 
Such families are here only as ' guests of a few days ^ 

ri* 

AJ AJ ^ 

y^UftO iir. L ^ 

uA* ^ yji £. |.y jtj 

The Tbophies of keverse 

In the desert when I came upon a bare bleak plam, 

On which in the rains there was no sign of verdure, 

^Vhjch the peasants had long ceased to have the heart to till, — 
I thought on the trophies of reverse of ray race 
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XXXIIl 

Lo ! Fathers without effort, secure in loealth and lands ; 
The sons content to idle and never soil their hands ; 

The children running riot, the young men without work. 
For families decaying full sivift run out the sands. 


XXXIV 

I chanced once in the deseH upon a bare bleak plain, 

Whereon no verdure flourished, not even after rain, 

Where not a peasant laboured, — my thoughts turned sadly to 
My race once great, now sterile, to blossom ne'er again. 
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L. ^ ^ 

Aj- 4 4SL ^tai,w 

^Uj y£> Ij iS tSu^ ,jU>» 

\ — 1^ jjiA. i)yu ^ — -1 

The DUONOsts op I^8^^cES^rY 

In every aesemblage to wm shouts of applause. 

Through bhndaess of verbiage to become 'pare honey', 

Is not possible, — until there be insincerity m the heart 
It 19 not an easy task, being popular with all men 

ri 

lJ^UL-c 

^ ^ f* 

ho « — *■- jS , <‘**f 1,/^ jix^ 

The UKCHABITABLEirESS OF Musalmaks 

Not until he be a thorough enemy of our brothers 
Is the faith of a believer reckoned thorough nowadays 
I pray the Almighty to have pity on our race. 

When I bear ‘a thorough Musalman ’ said about any one 



XXXV 


To loin ALL inen^s acceptance and their respect retain. 
With honeyed words to flatter and wide laudation gain 
Is passing hard, — to doit needs insincerity, 

Without lohich all your efforts will he but labour vain. 


XXXVI 

Unless a son of Islam hates all of alien creed 
His faith these days is suspect, suspect in word and deed, 
So when I hear one lauded, ‘ True Musalman is he\ 

I pray again to Allah ^Have pity on our need’’! 
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JL. if ^ i^^}j 3j 

^ Vi!i^ jj »J 6 

^ '-^1} <=■ u)-i)-i<^ J LT-^ 
Deceit and Hytocmsy 

Hill ! Tliose who travel on tho straight road always, 

Incur no ruk of wolves, nor terror of boas 
Sut vigilance is needed sgamst tho^e sheep* ravecers, 

Who make o fair appearance m the clothing of sheep 

ra 

J — ij L. ^ d- 

J . — «ol ^1 

o’V 4^’ O-jb J s_f“^ iji* 

The germ of PoTESTiALmr 
There are signs of capabibty m the wholly untaught , 

Disguised among savages are many human beings 
They are innocent of any garb of education, otherwise 
The learned Tusi and the Great Razi are hidden in these shapes ^ 

1 Feferfl to Nosiruddm Tusj and Fhkbniddm Rozi— two well known Arabjc authon 
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XXXVII 

Edli! Those who travel straight a7id keep the road ahvaps 
Need have no fear of lions, nor any beast that preys ; 

Yet he on guard, my brother, for there be evolves who lurk 
In the guise of peaceful sheep and raven iii the ways. 


XXXVIII 

Knov) ! E'en in the unlettered there is ability 
And 'neath a rude exterior may lurk liumaiiity. 

Famous men of Tus or Baz, for all their vanity, 
But for their education mere savages ivould be. 
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^ U^ — 1 *^ ^ }y* »_-jLj 

^y*-* £, ^ ji tjjf 

JUI ^ L^t^’ 2_ ^ 

Kaottledqb 

0 Knowledge 1 by thee have whole nations been enriched , 

Prom wherever thou has vanished, there has come decay. 

The treasores of the bidden world have been unlocked for those 
Kaces who have established thee as their stock m trade 


f* 

I — 

A, y ^-jS JL-Jf c-l 

^ y J y 

‘s-y ^ 

^ y ^oLji K aJiy^ 'S Ljjj 

Thou, Knowledge ! art the key to the storehouse of joy ; 
irihJWAnt .9 fT9^is^^£<wsfta^ss<f 

Rest m respect of both worlds is under thy shade. 

Thou art a means of subsistence here, and a guide to the hereafter. 
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XXXIX 

Fair Wisdom ! By whose favour whole nations riches gain, 
While swift decay hath stricken those who Thy arts disdain ; 

Thou dost disclose the secrets of this World’s treasure house 
To those far-sighted peoples who of Thy Iwe are fain. 


XL 

Hail Wisdom ! Of joy^s storehouse Thou art the magic key ; 
Of all delights the fountain, source of prosperity ; 

Rest Here and Rest Hereafter are found beneath Thy shade ; 
Provider in mis Lifetime, Guide to the Life to Be. 
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^ \_s‘^ JV ^ ^ 

fis ^Z. <4*0 i„,a-4» Sj jS 

^ * xL.^ Ic tfu.! »>jL-4 

OjO ^ xi ^ 

Kkowledge 

So rich as the region ol the West is through thee, 

Like bounty to the East from thee. 0 Knowledge ! there w none 
Ah Knowledge t can it be that, hke the moon of Kakhshab,* 
Thy raj’s of light are limited to that one spot * 

fr 

^ >,^0 t_XlS JL> ^ Uw 

^ ^ yb / ^ I=y 

^te ^ w— > K lloj <£_ 

^ *■«»>> ij^ «~r^ ^Xm>I ji 

Family H0^0^JBS 

Until a son free himself from baseness of hia own, 

He inherits no honour from bts father’s honour. 

If you reflect — rubbish too has a lengthy pedigree. 

But IS not ennobled in the least by the connexion 

1 The ‘ Veiled Prophet of KburSs&n who clainung miraculous powers pretended 
make the mooii nse from a well at Melcbsbab It is said that after hia death a 
qmcksil\ er was found at the bottom of tbew^ His opponents denounced the itnposJ 
on the ground that the semblance of the moon waa always ai lh€ fu!l and always i» 
eame place 
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XLI 

Full richly hast Thou dowered the Regions of the Westy 
The Easty alas ! 0 Wisdom ! Them hast not likewise blest. 

Gan it he true, 0 Wisdom, Thou art like Nakhshab*s Moon 
Which bathed one spot with radiance, in darkness left the rest ? 


XLII 

No son can from his father inherit any fame 
Until for his own efforts he caii so7iie merit claim ; 

Neil rubbish may inherit a lengthy pedigree. 

Yet that gives it no value — ‘ Tis Rubbish all the same/’ 


•t 
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^ ^ Iff 4t- »— 

(f \Sijt j—iJb y^ji 

J . — u if ^ kifi tsjyj: 

oV *£- yw tf ,_(yA ^ 

In wrat thino is Honour 

Wealth Bold, ‘ Wherever boDOur exists, it is from me * 

Culture affirmed, ‘ I am th© true badge of honour ' 

Then honour spoke, and said, ‘The claim of each of you w wrong, 
I am the secret of Sternal Truth which is bidden in Goodness * 

1 *1* 

lavi) 

^ ' — '■> '-y t/J*' 

jy «. ijUjI ^ talj ij-l 

Misplaced Expectation 

Out inends are good comrades — but not in adversity , 

Our relations stand by us^bnt not in disgrace. 

Vain 15 the expectnfjon of Ihat thing from a man. 

Which 18 not m the nature of the species called mankmd 
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XLIII 

Wealth said, ‘Wherever honour exists, the meed is mine.^ 
Quoth Culture, ‘ Of all honour I am the badge and signJ 
Said Honour'' s Self, ‘ That secret I am which hidden lies 
‘ Deep down within all Goodness, Eternal Truth Divine.’’ 


XLIV 

My friends are loyal comrades — save in adversity ; 
Save in disgrace my brethren cleave closely unto me ; 

Manlcind is ever faithful until their faith is tried. 
So in that hour of trial expect not loyalty. 
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JJ* ^ u^ ^ 

;j' Ji '=y^ L^ 

jL. LJ’ ^ ij 

J3^ 3 ^^3'^ vj-i^ 

Bsason and FniENDsniP are conflictino teems 

As far as tbc nse or (all extends in a man’s reason, 

8o wide ts the range o( kis estrangement and affection 
Who has thonght of the consequence, is no longer a friend , 
Two mutnal opposites are fneodsfaip and foresight 

^ LJyfi. Ia_- ^ jJ^ ^ «y^ 

^ Lyb ^ 

bO 

^ Ijyt) Uf ^4^0 ^ 03^ 

Wanton Self tNDDXOENCE 

The fruit of dissipation alwa^ becomes bitter 
Each burst of laughter is but a forertumer of tears 
Whatever race I find given otov to pleasure, 

I say to myself, ‘ See now * what is going to happen ? ’ 





46 


XLV 

Fast as cold Reason ^oa^ces so true affection wanes. 

As much as it decreases so much affection gains. 

Unworthy is that friendship which calculates the cost, 
Love that is loorth the loving cold caution e’er disdains. 


XLVI 

The fruits of dissipation turn hitter with the years. 

Wild joy^s flamboyant laughter is followed oft by tears. 

Woe to those purblind Peoples, who but for pleasure live. 
Whose Present holds no wisdom, whose Future holds no fears. 
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Uf ^tXavi ^ ^_jic 1^ jf ijtkU 

•-^-^ )>— ^ y L-i-J 

W’ j^l/J ^ k *_ty ^ jIj 

Wajtton Self iNDm.0ENCE 
0 notoua living ' where thou hast had dommion, 

Thou haat made the king a beggar, the wealthy man needy 
Thou madest a solitude of Babylon and Nineveh , 

Thou broQgbtcst destruction upon Baghdad and Cordova 

f*A 


^ .jI ^ i.ytJ'lys.i Jjj; 

1— T) jS> ^ 

J^3 ^ *i »»r* k_/ 'JJJj' 

^yS ^_s->a- 

Sl&kdbr 

The ^clafc of every party, now, consists in slander. 
Backbiting God’s creatures is the rule at every gathering 
It 13 only of others^ foiWes that a people can boast, 

Who have not one excellence feft within themselves 
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XLVIl 

0 foolish Dissi2)aiio7i / Where a' Thy wrii hath run 
Kings, cities, ivcaJth, and greatness have vanished one by one. 
Through Thee Baghdad is faUen, Cordova is no more. 
Proud Nineveh a ruin, a desert Balnjlon, 


XLVIII 

Lo! Envy, Hatred, Malice, and all unkindliness 
Inform merCs conversation loith liitlemindedncss, 

Only each other' s foibles can interest some folk, 
When not one single virtue do they themselves possess. 
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LSj—i* tj~ ^ • !» > >-«» ^ 

^^l,X>C^ y^ xjT*y 

Passioratb Love 

0 IjOVo 1 thou hast caused whole households to be ruined ; 
Old men to be dotards , and young men to be rained ; 

In thy febdtations evermore I have seen 
Nations brought low, and long lineages ruined. 

e» 

|.o-J Jjbj iS 

CiJjJ ^ f-^ }-= •-i 

r-^’ J-i)3 ^}>3~^ ^ '-i 

How A Govbbnmknt loses ViGOim 

When you see the affairs of any kingdom upside down, 
you may take it that the footfall of some Godsend is upon it. 

Either there la some lady a privy councUlor of state : — 

Or else the prime minister is some learned projesaor. 
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XLIX 

0 aU-ahsorbing Passion! What homes Thou- hast betrayed, 
What old men rendered foolish, wltat young men crazy made / 
Yea, Thy wnbridled worship has brought great nations low, 
Proad pedigrees has tarnished or in abasement laid. 


L 

In the affairs of nations if there should be some flaw, 

Seeh ye the hidden canher that gnaweth at the core. 

May be some lovely woman Who doth the reins usurp. 
Or some cranlds facile theories which facts as facts ignore. 
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^ j ^ jjT*^** j— ^ lij*^ 

C^ ^ er-i** .r-^ ^ 

L_UJ 1_ jy^_A4v* ^ J-/ 

*-J cT^'^ t/V t_fV ^ 

Toe relatioh of CnuBcn asd State 

Religion gave the world levetation and guidance, 

IVhat tune the world supported the loins of religion 
If the world owes religion a beaTj debt of gratitude, 

On roUgion too her owioga to the world are not light 

or 

sUf j v_-ic \ — UO A> \j}h 

jj( ^ f 

Slyf Aj y( lOA. 4- Uy 

larpuTiifa iNFroBLirr to honest (and BroHTEOtrs) feeb thinkees 

Though he found m my fnends nothing blameworthy or sinful. 
The preacher denounced them as 'Infills ’ and ‘ Ltjsi saal^f • 
When evidence is wantmg to a false accuser. 

He dares to name ‘ God ’ as a witness to his charge 
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So long' as Mc7i supjiorlal the ■pillars of their creed, 

Beligion gave them tvisclom and guidance in their 7}ccd. 

Though deep debts to Religion arc owing rno^e Mankind . 
Yet TO Mankind Religion owes gratitude indeed. 


LIJ 

Though in nnj friends the Preacher found neither sin nor shame, 
As ‘ hifidels ’ and ‘ Lost Souls ’ he lashed' theiii just the same : 

For lack of other witness how oft these zealous men. 

To justify their charges, ivill dare to use God's name / 
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jls—f ^ tJ‘x^ piaj j-f Lt wU^) 
'i-i j-^j-^ r-^ ij-=- ^ ^ ““j-* 

> ^ r-0-“ r-f ■4- oV “=• 

ApATOT? and COMPtACENOY 
If the order of the Umvcrso depends upon motires. 

It IS h&rd work, 0 Hfitif to arouse that race. 

Which cares not for it^ honour in the very least degree, 

And takes not the least degree of shame from its disgrace 

or 

ft_I A_f A-l 

^ Ir-^ 

^ 8^ l/_«A> 80-AJ 1^—16 

cj"**— ' ^ — * jiy t 

Foboiyeness w ith a pbesent poweb op Revenge 

Moses uttered this thought ‘ 0 God Almighty I 
Who most of all Thy servants, is accepted by Thee * ’ 

There issued the instroetion * My servant is he 
Who can take and will not take, revenge for mjury ' 
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If there 7nvst he ‘high 2)nrpose' for jyrografi to take place. 
Hard mast thou labour, IIuh\ to elevate that Jlace 

Which cares not for its honour, regards riot its decline. 
Nor feds the least iota of shame for its disgrace. 


LIV 

Moses pra^jed, ‘Almighty One, malce Thou Thy pleasxn'e plain. 
Who foremost of Thy servants Thy favour will obtain ? ’ 

There issued the commandment, ‘ Lo, favoured shall he he, 
Who, though occasion offers, doth from revenge abstain.’ 



65 


eo 

/-* L-CJj ilJm 

^■J-^ o!^'' ^ }-^ j-»; 

L_Itfj_^ *— A_c 

* ~ I > Ji_pJu>^Lr If 

The ausker to Haeshness is JIildvess 

So far aa may be, treat a ‘ mischief ' discreetly , 

If any on© apit poison at you, give him words of nectar. 

Anger only makes anger flare up more fiercely. 

In rtw disease, aiwdifme aimifia Non ewrantur. 

O'! 


j-ij ^ 

^Ij 1— fjOJ 

L-|.I 1— j—^ 

U~^ 

COUBAOE 

Tamurlane watched a tmy ant under a wall 
Crawl upwards a hundred tunes with one gram of com , 
At last it reached the top with the gram , then he said, 
‘ No arduous exploit is impossible to courage ’ 



Ld not Despite nor Malice ever (lisqitirl thee. 
Confront abuse aiul slander tvith honei/rjl suavitp. 

High u'ords hut fan the fire. ; recriniination shun, 
JRememher, ^Nc\r for anger mis anger remedy.' 


LVJ 

Once Tainurlane 7vas vjatchhig an ant climb up a trail 
An hundred limes essaying an hundred times to fall; 

At last it gained the summit ; then cried out Tamurlane 
‘ Lo, true and steadfast courage can dare, accomplish, alld 
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OOWABDIOE 

Tlioae endlofts dispntos about Fate aad Freev^ill ^— 

When I looked at them, I found they do not hmgs on any creed 
Those men who were cowordly have always yielded to fate, 
And those possessed o( courage have exercised free will 







Bemobse 

tVhat comes in the end to overweening unbelief, 

That same is the fruit of mere neglect and ignorance 
I have leamt from the bitter taste of many contritions, 
That ‘ Hell ’ la but a name for what we call Remorse 
> Lit ‘ between the fatalist and the beherer la free wiU ’ 
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We prate of ‘ Fate' and ‘FreewilV — bethinlc ourselves so wise, 
Yet no Law doth enjoin them and no Gre^d sanctifies. 

Cowards have always sheltered behind the plea of ‘Fate', 
While those possessed of courage their ‘Freewill ’ exercise. 


LVIII 

Remorse, the certain guerdon of those who have no creed. 
Remorse, the fruit they garner who neither care nor heed. 
Remorse, exceeding bitter, which I so oft have known, 
Remorse, the unavailing, — Remorse is ‘Hell' indeed. 



ol 
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j- — ^Sii li ^ i-Cr— ** 

fij-i '-“^ <=^J ^ (Jj—^ i_r-* 

jl^ ^.i^) jifjtj ' ^ -fj 

U— V 'S- I' u-^ r- 

A LAIIEVT ON THE DEATH OF THE LATE XAWiB ZlTi TODtN 

AmLAD Kh^n (known as ‘ Najtae ’) OF Delhi 

No turtle dore.—no peacock,*— no mocking chakor,— 

These all took their flight at the first approach of Autumn 
One token of the Spring lingered— 'the pJamtive nightingale. 

And h %9 Toicc, since yesterday, is oudible no more 


u.awU' 

j ^ U ^ -Ib^ u ^ wJU 

1L_J ^ ^_£JL. JL_> 4*. 

3 — *=^ o^M o — 

^_j5b J> Jo ^ jA £1 J < yo. £. ^J^;b 

Not Gbibb, nor Shefta, nor Kaiyar remain , 

Not Wahshat, nor SAUk, nor does Anwar remam , 

Now must yon accept. Hah ’ for that circle of friends, 
Those sears upon your heart, which will for ever remam 
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LIX 

Birds, zvliose songs made music in the dawning of the year 
All spread their wings and vanished when Aukimn mists dreio near. 
That plaintive Nightingale alone remained to us of Spring, 

But now His voice of silver we shall no longer hear. 


LX 

Ghdlib, Shefta are taken — Naiyar comes not again 
Wahshat, Salih and Anwar — You look for them in vain — 
Hdli ! Your band of brothers, alas ! are gone — although 
The scars they've left will ever upon your heart remain. 
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^ ^ is-^ (r-* *-* u/* ^ irr' 

cH^ cri**^ ukr^ *-^ *-^ '-^ 

LAfiotrn 

W'lmt fruit is in each lap, is the fnut of labour here. 

And all that is harvested aco Cod's blessings on labour , ^ 

To be ‘ Shepherd of his people ' was not given to Moses, 

I7ntil he had tended goaU in the land of hhdian 

ir 
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L.^ 4^L— M> y-i wJ^f 

tjU^ Jj' ' ^ ^ 

(JOj <j ^ 

hit. .«<»( iJhU 

Incitement to Begoaby 
A sturdy young man, whom I once found begging, 

Was sharply reproved by me, and put to open shame 
Then said he, ' The plague of this hangs on their necks. 

Who taught me to beg by always givmg when I asked 
I Lit , ‘The fruits of fotowr only are m each slott (held up to contain them) t 
bleesinga (of Ood) on labour only are m each gsroer ' 
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LXI 

No harvest has been garnered save ihat xvliich toil has soion — 
No harvest e’er is blessed that labourless has grown — 

*The Shepherd of his people’ e^en Moses n^er became, 

’Till in the land of Midian he herded goats — alone. 


LXII 

I once reproved a beggar who alms of me did claim 
In that, ’though young and lusty, he begged and had no shame — 
Said he, ^Reprove the Foolish whose misplaced charity 
‘Encourages all beggars — not unto us the blame.’ 
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Jij- — J-. j — B'^ <£. 

^ ^ ^ H J uu; 

lAfpcTiNO IsPiDctm TO SItTsusrs 
From hearing bq often raised against true believers 
Tlio schoolmen’a erj , ‘ Uoortbodoi,’ wo are now convinced of this — 
Undouhtcdlj a Muslim wiH beasted m his grave, 

‘ Did the iScAoofmcn dcnoimc© yoo as an InBdel or not ’ 

W cT cJ-y/r- ^ r* ^ 

3-^ iT* *-*T^ 

^ oIj ^ rfejf j 

Adieu to Lovebs’ talk 

Some word of the people’s ills from us jou will hear , 

Some word of our fall m men’s esteem jmu will hear 
Homances of Qais and Kohhan* we have forgotten , 

If you want one — from us — our own tale you will hear 

I Qais, better (cnown by his title Slsjnun (the distracted) was the ^ ^*''*5- 
celebrat^ ja Arabic poetry Kobbaa (Uie roctoewer) is the title of Farhad, the 
of Shtrin, celebrated among the Tersians 
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Lxm 

8o oft 'gainst true believers we hear the Zealots cry : 
^Unorthodox!' {for bigots are hard to satisfy) 

It almost seems that Muslims even when laid to rest 
Their earthly Orthodoxy will have to justify. 


LXIV 

W e talk of ‘ Social evils ' — the ‘ People’s woes ' bemoan — 
Of reputations tarnished {especially our own ) — 

Romance and tales romantic thrill and delight no more — 
The starkest Realism now holds the field — alone. 
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The Fall or nre rroriE or Isi^m 

Would anyono bco humUiation transgressu^g her hunts ^ 

Let him look at IsWm, cot liftiog her bead after falling 
Thst high tide folloirs forr tide, be vronld never admit, 
Who should watch the ebbing ware of this ocean of ours 
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ErroJiT nasT ajid Pbayee next 


In effort lies the first pledge of success for any man , 
And next he onght to pray for help from the Almighty 
It was not nntil he used hand and ana that ^oab 
Obtamed the boon of rescuing his race from the deluge 



66 


LXV 

If you would see the limits to which Decline can go — 
Regard the lot of Islam — that proud head fallen low — 

And, seeing, who would credit that every tide must turn ? 
That so complete an ebb-tide will turn again and flow ? 


LXVI 

^iRST labour to your utmost if you would aught attain — 

Veen pray for God’s assistance lest labour be in vain — 

When menaced by the Deluge, his Race in peril stayed 
Till Noah’s self wrought greatly with his stout hand and brain. 
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^ t'^ ^ ^ ^—i,> ^ 

^jk ^ ^-«u/ I — ip! y y^ 

<=*^ *— fS j. jjs ^ 

To BE WOBKrVO AOBEES ^HTH VJJ,*S VjTALITV 

Work IS mdiapcnsabfo to lafc for all hninan kind , 

No zest 13 in Imng eare *rith eoino rrork being done 
You Jjre?— then bcdowgsoaethwff ioshotr^oa are alive, 
\Miat death in life liavo they, who have lived like corpses ? 

1A 

■i'j a" f- 

il, i.,_B ^ JA. 

•L\, i-,^ L •. — j-iil 

Facse snow 

All x>ersons arc apt to dilute truth with fiction , 

Sfen being anj'thmg are rarer than those who pretend to be 
Those people in whose pockets watches ever dwell 
Are often precisely those who most waste their tune 
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LXVll 

For Life world is essential the while Thou draweth breath — 
There is no zest in living unless Thou lahoureth — 

So ivhile Thou live'st be doing and show Thou art alive — 
Foi' those whose lives are lifeless but live a living-death. 


LXYllI 

Men oft the Truth embroider with ‘ Fiction fancy free ’ — 

And able men are rarer than those who feign to be — 

Those men who count the hours, and marh each minute flown, 
Are just the men who squander their time most wastefully. 
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A raw DEracTS caitvot oolitejute junt Excellevces 

If a thousand fine qualities are patent m a man, 

Do not grudge your esteem to him for one or two defects 
Because j our eye has fallen on the peacock’s ugly legs, 

You must not deny the grace and splendour of hw beauty 

V* 

^U. Lrijy 

v' i/i® lA" cA a- '-V" 

lA® lA* ^ ,=M~“ 

^ y tJ Ki £1. KyXt» t- ^ a a f ^yi 

V? i/* iji- ujj'i -s. fA* 

The TACITUBNITY or an IONOEANT CEEVISff 

So deeply engrossed upon your text la Your Honour, 

Silence is your safest course — ao thinks Your Honour * 

Open your mouth, and apeak,— or do not speak — ^Your Highness 1 
I hare my own gauge of the depth of Your Honour 
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LXIX 

If with a thousand viHues a man should he endowed 
Let not some trifling defect your judgement of him cloud — 
If in the Peacock's beauty your eye some blemish finds 
Are all his grace and. splendour no credit then allowed ? 


LXX 

Big down into your Koran — de^p — deep, — 0 Holy Om ! — 
Silence perhaps is safest — it keep, 0 Holy One ! — 

Open your mouth, or close it — what matters it to me 
Who hold you and your knowledge so cheap, 0 Holy One ! 
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^ ^ If* 

3 t/I** j — iji Uj LJf/ 

35 fSL\j l_Xij Jjil JL^ ^^J—^ ' ^ 

^;j u — ^ j“> * — 

ifL — ijf ^ LJJ” 

ThR REPROACTI op DNBEUErEQS AOAIKST MoSAUriNS 
A scoffer of Holy ^il * was eaying yesterday, 

* MTiat will these men of tUo Qtbla get, squabbling among themselves 1 
If they have courage, Jet them come into the open .—otherwise 
Any dog too is a lion, inside bis own lane.’ 

vr 

y 

I — ^ eL. H i. . — -ji j/ ‘-J'l 

If )o^ L - »f iS 1 fS ^ 

IaA. .jyib £. AT OL. 

The Matebumst’s retort upon ak Idol wobshtfpeb 
A worshipper of graves spoke thus to a materialist, 

‘ There will not bo a reprobate m the world like thee, * 

The materialist said, ‘ What • Is any demer of God 
More far gone than one who may have lakhs of Uttle gods * 

I Zjt , ‘ of the Qur 4a aod (recorded) tradition ' ’ 
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LXXI 

A scojfer of the Koran ivas saying yesterday 

Why do these Priests in squabbles fritter their strength away? 

Let them take heed, — and courage, — or else they'll find each lane 
Will hail some dog as ‘Lion', and coiver'neath his sway. 


LXXII 

A worshipper of Idols cursed One ivho did deny 
That ANY Ood existed — the latter made reply : 

‘ Think you that man more evil ivlio owns no Ood — or he 
Who little Gods in thousands doth praise and glorify. ’ 



vr 

^ ,(3^ Uif 

U 7 ^L-»| jj\ ^ ^ 

t.J^ ^ \J^ '^■f 

^ ^>-j|jli i JL_^ ^ t IjM 

The ruoiTT of a U'isb Has amoso Foots 

What diffcrenco— if the ears hare oo sea«oof hearing— 
Between the wonla of wisdom, nod old wives tales t 
Strange ns n pilgnm m n land for from bis home, — 

Just 60 IS tho pbght of any wise man among fools. 


VJ* 



^ fi j^h ^ 

^_j5L> t ^.1 aS 0^5 1,..^ ^ A* ^ 

j—fj A^ I lj| A) jS £L 

A) ,tj g^j— .-jf LjJbJ 

The tmiT of Bbfoem 

For washing, 0 reformer J there w good reason left. 

So long as any stain upon the cloth .r still left ; 

Wash the Btam with a will — but do not rub so hard 
That no stain upon the cloth — and no cfotA be left 
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LXXIII 

Those without widerstaTiding tio difference can sec 
Betwixt the words of wisdom and crass stupidity— 

No pilgrim feels more lonely exiled in foreign lands 
Than does a wise man stranded tuith fools for company. 


LXXIV 

-^e/o^’mer !—so long as any stain 
J good reason^wash then with might at 

L^wZ\^ T ""Z over zeal refraii 

^en the stain has vanished no fabric doth remain 


main — 


6 


Vo 

wajj . 'S ' ^ '-h-f 

;> " Jiv’ >J— ^ ^ 

yO- .j ^ jiA ■i-A*> 

;;l *4?^ AS i!- *e 

COVTFMPT OF AoMHIATIO'I 

Foob grm ivilh delight at any praiM foithmth , 

Bat anch .a not by any mean, the aeay ot ^ . 

When <Aey hear then’ praises, they are ^ , 

They tram .omelA.nj bate, in the tray ot commendation 


by l> <>' nj'’ 

lyy ^ y — ^ ^ ^ 

thSt-yt 

i.~ ^ 

iJ^ ^ 

A GOOD OPINION DOES NOT I^T THE BEAI. TNUTH 

The Soofee (may .e perfect. ’ 

No one has ever dared to hmt a 

There may te m current com too, p 
Bu?no one L ever tested it as yet m tins coon ry 
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LX XV 

The Fool doth welcome pralse-s ami greets them loith delight, 
Imeasthc wise mail scorns them—hnowing them cheap and trite,— 
mji a7id empty praises they merely arc displeased 
n no loohfor something better as being theirs by right. 


LXXVI 


A Soofee may be perfect — but none have ever tried 
out, and so his goodness hath never been denied ; 

^ThoZh some base alloy be found 

Though no one ^n this country tlmtfact 1ms verified. 



vv 


ipi*^ fcK*- ^ tjyj fj -.' i^ 

{•t— ^ fJyJ ,j — e>j * .. i «K iJ j,lL.| 

;• <;..J ,X» L) ^ — xS^ JJ 

LaaA-.^ ^ jl^) 

Tdtb StrsDEBDs or nELterEiw bbiko Tircm UEuaiov into DissBPin'e 

WTien thoy aee tho sorry plight of believers m laHm, 

AH nattotia of tho world cry shame on the religion 
By their own latompctance the sick lost their health, 

And lightly the Healer (of creation) was blamed 


VA 


llrt" 

J- i— otj yj Xlb -V.- ^ 

J — ^ v-r^ ) — ’}=“ z'y 

JL. ,,_u 2 <-&« 

;/ ‘b ^ .«— t=-y i;! 


Bepxectiors oh tsz latxbe end 

The haven is far oS — gird on food for the journey ! 

The sea is boisterous —look well to your vessel* 

The purchaser is keen — ^let the goods you take be pure I 
And make your load light* — for the course is full of toil 
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LXXVJJ 


If men af ah'r,i Xatwns sa' LKhhn’s snrnf pHqh* 
Conicmpl of our rrh'fjhn it daih lh> m hmiU — 

If uc he sirh (he cr7Uf!!ri rnust /.> u/jf>7> i)t'j>si:i,yi:s', 
cMn ‘Cre/rffo;?'.*? Umler' for our disarsr fuz/irf. 


LAX VJJJ 


oJS h the u-ai ,,mvh!on thej 

‘ ''X '■•ci-icl—for Mormy is the. mi ! 

The v-afiXT’’ pore Oc thy mcrchamlieci 

nay u hny awl loikomc-lujlil let thy hurthai he! 



fj: ■ *•*) *. .t&y* AJ £- 

eA^ j — ^ t — er—^ 

*i « JU-<a ^ f y 

^ «i»/ *-^ — ^ 


Tm: Tnorn about SLsjf 

It IS possible, that a man may become like an Angel , 

It IS possible, that no spot should remain in bun of enl, 
Yes, all things arc possible .—but the truth is this • 
Man up to this day remains tho same ' alhj of Satan 


A* 

JU L. ^ j3 — Ci i \j> A — t^jSb 

oj ^ j» 

Jt/i 

Jt_jj i=— ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Toe love affairs of rutos 
Though the usue o! all men’s loremaking is evil, 

Where kings are concerned, it is especially disastrous , 

If a king IS nghtly named * God’s shadow ', then Love 
la the ‘ hour of sbridg'"inent ’ for that ‘ shadow of God ’ 
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LXXIX 

To an angdic nahirc Man at length attain — 
Divested of all evil — all spotless, free from staiji — 

Sv.ch things he, bat sadly ive cannot bid confess: 
‘Mankind ivas ever evil, a 72 d evil doth remain' 


LXXX 

From each inan's hislful 2)cissions some evil nnist ensue 
But ivhen a Sultan lusletli this is more surely true — 

He who is named ‘ God's Shadow ’ nmtsl, sinning, realise 
That as his stature lessens God's Shadow lessens too. 
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A( 

IJL^ £. w— If jK_/ u:^j ^1 

I/i ^ K ^ ^-4^* ^ 

, ^-»-4jL.-— |j( - 1 iT,^t jT 

1/ — - iiL^j iU. jv, ^ — iri f<= } — H, 


TnC COtLABOEATJOS OF TdIE 
0 Time 1 there is a cure for the aJl iriU of aJl things, 

But no power of resistaoco m quarreUmg with thee. 

Should thou qIooo prove thyself to be on my side, 
Thenceforward, I car© not if the whole world turn from me 


i ^ J ^ '— T’ ■J 

u— ^ ^ r*"' 

, ui Ca t — (jT 1 — s I — oAif 


In old age one should KEEF oneself PEEPAEED fob DEiTH 

In the service of self we have allowed years to pass , 

And during our youth hejrt no count of the end 
We’ve had our full measure of the mght , — now, Hah * 
Break up the entertainment! The time has come of dawn 
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LXXXI 

0 Time! Thou aH resistless — I can some cure contrive 
For other ills — hut Against Thee how can I hope to strive ? 

If Thou wouMst hut support me then I should he carefree, 
Though all the ivorld turned from me yet I shoidd still survive. 


Lxxxn 

In Selfs own selfish service the years of Youth have passed — 
Nor recked we of the ending — HJiough that jmust come at last ! 

The joyous hours of Darkness are ending — 0 my friends ! 
Gease from vain Merry-making — The Dawn is breaking fast ! 



Ar 

JXi-0 Ui^ ^ 

OL Jj x__*f3Lfc ij --■ j-' *_f <4, jj 
Uj — t ^ j ,sc._ (.j ,|j 

i.r^ 

Mr- ^1 f ^ a ' — 'I r-V?- ^ 

I5 Wealth it 13 vedt Dirnonr to keep a firm poomra 
Dread is, lest despair ot your own heart should befall you ; 

Take heed to yourself a little, ere you grow rich.* 

For like os the touchstone is a sure test of gold, 

So gold is the tost of what is sterling in a raan. 

Al* 

d— 

A.a£ v,.f^ 

uiy ^ } J — “ ^ 

j cO I ^ ^ 

oV y ."■>;/ vj»» •=■ u-' /« 

ANOEB BEyOND BOtrNDS HAS CLAIMS TO FOBQITENESS 
My anger is provohed by another’s anger only 
So long as he keeps within the bounds of eomaioji sense. 

tVhen you have yourself become outside of yourself. 

With whom should I be vexed * are no longer you, 
i Lit, • (It IS good) to become neb {o«t») after having reflected and understoo. 
(yourself) B little’ 
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Lxxxin 

As icealth is e’er a danger — before thou art imssessed 
Of wealth, reflecl— remember— Uo know thyself^ is best— 
As Gold s test ^s the touchstone — so 7 vhether man may be 
Sterling or Base the touchstone of Gold will he the test. ' 


LX XX IV 

friends, when out of reason you let your anger burn, 
strive to curb my anger nor blaze up in return— 

With WHOM should 1 be angry P-For you are not yourselves- 
e no my erstwhile comrades — my friends for whom I yearn / 





^yt e^U ti J — ^ / 

(iJ-cl j-f "j '/-! 

TnE Praise akd Blame of the Io^OEANT 
\Vhen mcttn people are abusing all you do, 

Give thanks to God. for then jour innocence is proved 
Bat if. by any bad lock, they smg > our praises. 

T«U heed, that your etato is the reverse of what is good 


a 1 


r,t- 


<£. J,!L= 5) ijf 

U- UJO di < — =o 

1 ^ 


i 1 ->I 


Jhre,. 4 . liO K h ^ -J^- 


ljT 


1.- * 1 lb’ K '^■^3 

The disease of old age is incueable 

Escape from the gnp of weakness now 

Eschangmg an old age impossible , 

We have lost that thing, which to Bnd is P 

That hour approaches, which to shun is y 

1 Lit , ‘ of which the being sbunned ’ 
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LXXXV 

If mean folk should abuse thee — ihanh God and he content — 
Abuse from s^iclL-liJce people is e^er a compliment — 

But if ill-chance attend thee so that they sing thy praise^ 
Take heed — praise from such people is but disparagement. 


LXXXV I 

You know how far from weakness roe can escape contrive — 

You know how far our old age we can to Youth revive— 

You know what we are missiny—that ivhich we may not find— 
You know THAT hour approaches and how far we can strive/ 



AV 

ujy«t 

a— Sr* !>*■ 4-1 *• 

u — uH Jk^j ^ '-i- — *<u 

V tu *-^ *i Ji>J 

u — ^Ji) •J H uj — ^ ^ 

IVOfiDlTfATB 13irE*n)jnTBE 

W ould the open banded not, eimply, sow thorns for themselTes, 
They aiQst not squander recklessly the wealth God has given 
Suppose people should laugh at their meanness that is better 
Xban that any ebould weep over their ertravaganees 

AA 

JJr* “i) 

13 UoA. tS ^ _ — - L> 

ujtJie j H O — 

p Jj — fi> 

d)^i i-w . b ^ ^ ^L_mi 

SFUBioiro A Pnrmojr 

True it IS, that begging is a fault —not a virtue , 

But fierce denunciation of a beggar is not seemly. 

Worse, a thousand times worse, O mean spirited man 1 
Than the cry of any beggar, is thy bitter response 
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LXXXVII 

If you would shun the evils of spending lavishly 
Then guard the wealth God gave you — nor squander recklessly— 
Heed not if men deride you — e'en that were better than 
That men should dub you ‘ Spendthrift ’ for spending heedlessly. 


LX XXV III 

'Though begging be no virtue— yet, howso’ true this be, 
i omhfy the beggar but ill beseemeth Thee— 

^ beggar's cries 

1 hy denurwiations born of cupidity. 



f j — ^ ^J—fi 
«il4> 42- Jj ,i-Mj. ,£- A4iCiJ ^ 

«-.! / (<f Sj ^ wm ^ 

u/i^ l/* ^ ^ 

Food \vTniopT Hpi.om gives >0 DErJoar 

^lan) a dainty dish has been serred to me unsought, 

U bich, when I aaw and tasted it, has pleased me from my heart 
But Bwectcf by far than all, were those meals, 0 HnngerJ 
llTiich thou hast, from timo to tune, caused me to enjoy 

?- 

^mi ^ ajL«^W J 

Jl — ^ tf * — Jyi J JU ola. 

JL* iS jSi wJjO ^jiA L, J-*y 

«j ji 5-^ 8; ^ *4 — y 

JIjjj ^■>y> a> ^ cy i . 

LEARSWO and CONDDCt ABE A BETTEB CAPITAL THAN 

Wealth and Gkandehb 

Dismiss your ideals of wealth and grandeur betimes , 

For grandeur and wealth alike are mere ‘ guests of a day ' 

But heap up a store of that, to which may never come 
Any prospect of perishmg, nor dan^r of decay 
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LXXXIX 

Of dishes rare and dainty full many have I seen 
Before me set, and savouring full satisfied have been — 
But sweeter far — 0 Hunger / was that far simpler fare 
To which your vivid presence added enjoyment keen. 


XG 

All dreams of wealth and grandeur cast you, betimes, away 
Bor, JcTiow you, wealth and grandeur are ^Quests hut of a day ’’ — 
Then garner you those treasures that will for aye endure. 
Unvexed hy time, or fortune, or danger of decay. 


7 
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c£_ li) ty ^ 

'i LT-v ■=-V; 

!/■ cr-i*'<^^ 

K_ ^ ^ i e ^^irj 

!r* u — ui'"' ^ ^ yt BI 

Good raorLD deiuve ple^sdue evem feom deaiuno xiTEitaELVEs abused 
M en ccaw to foci tlio want of prafso and comrocndstjon, 

^\Tio do good, —and Aear all that fa bad from the public 
In those, who get a test for these rcvalings, H£Ii f 
No ecnsQ of enJoTmeot is aroused by benedictions 

If 

l^j) 

1^ i. ^ rob ^ uV*" 

lys ^ Jo to — j; iiy^ J — o 

tjJ») ^ ^ 

L/i^ «-Xi 

GBATmjDE FOB FiaEBDLY CEITICISM OF TITE AXJTHOB 
Ferment of a wine cask in on empty flagon — 

Once more in the heart of Hili tumult has arisen 
Such kind appreciation of my verse from TasUm ’ — 

I, yes even I, begm to doubt my own incompetence 



XGI 


^Though m&n whose deeds are upright can never feel the need 
Of praise and commendation — yet there he some who heed 
Public abuse — reviling s — and get much zest therefrom — 
For them laudations — Hdli ! — are waited breath indeed. 


XCII 

8tirs in this empty flagon the ferment of new wine — 

Stirs in the heart of Hdli new ecstacy divine — 

Yea — Your hind praise, 0 Taslim! has made me — even me 
Hope that there may he virtue in some poor verse of mine. 
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^ ^ ^ ^ X~ 

jjS li J— -A.1 tS A. ^ li aL^^) ^ 

(.u j; ^1 — Z.ji 

yst jj ^ ts i_i:) 

BrSEVOLCSCE FRFr FROM Orlioatios 
I f for nny favour you desire some reward, 

’Twill be your better plan not to grant that favour. 

IVhen you do a landness, make it common to all , 

So common, that no one in the world need be obliged 

SI* 

;1C i> 1 , .ijh j , , 

^ ^ b» t Ji ! ^ tS Utla. 

VJ*) 3 ^ j ^ 

•=■ ul ‘-4' ,=-^ yj—^ •" ;j' 

Laws are not always pbbvbnitve of sioral nEPBAvrry 

No doubt to a great extent laws are mcfiScient , 

’Twere ill, if the order of the world hinged on them 
For those, who are good, there js no need of them at all , 

And by their means the wicked are not Tiiade good , far from it 
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XGIII 

If you for any favour reward anticipate, 

Before you grant that favour — think twice, — then hesitate — 
Make you your every hindness a common boon to all — 
Do favours unto all men hut no man obligate. 


XGIV 

Laws in themselves are merely a means unto an end. 

The ‘ End ’ of Social Order — the world does not depend 
On Laws alone, for good men do not need their restraint; 
Nor do Laws make the wicked, their evil ways amend. 
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H 

^J — Ai Uji ^jt J — fcj £. (jy 
\J—^ C^j ;j) <=. »— 

(Jjtl ^ 

j — il^ J — i^*^" uJJU i-Jl 

To CosTiULOicmov there is no better EEPi-y than Sile^sce 
Having Bpokcn the truth, do not strive with the perverse , 

The iifo of spite will cracUo alf the worse under rebuffs 
You wish your opponents to be silent *--d so, 

You have oo resource, but to tor^o opposition 

i-*~ ‘i I — *j Ai ias 

lJ — ^ 4"' ^ 

tS jSiifI ^ ^ f *i U°j^ I_f^ 

lu-I ^ ^ 

The Inoojie Tax 

‘ All men,' said the preacher, * are dallying with time , ' 

One thing which never fails to keep its time is Death ’— 

Here a hanker stood up, and humbly said, *My lord 1 
Tax time is just the same , — there’s no putting it ojf ' 

1 Lit , ‘ All (appointed) times are being put off (by men) ’ 



XGV 


Having the truth once spolcen, strive not with the perverse; 
An argument once started hut goes from had to worse — 

If your opponents' silence is what you really seek 
Then silent he, nor combat their arguments adverse. 


XGVI 

‘ Lo ! all men ’ — said the Preacher — ‘ with Time procrastinate 
Yet they should e'er remember that Death is never late.' 

Then spake a hanker, humbly, ‘ My Lord, Tax-time' s the same, 
Teat we may never alter, delay, nor abrogate.' 
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ciLJ i ^ ciLJ j| 

^jyib Lof A> of ^—Ju L^a. 

^ tjy^ L ■Ajy.tMt jj) 

^yt ..<; 41. ^1 

o — 

Man covcEALa nia own Faults even from nntsELF 
Such 03 1 appear to men — tha a not what I am , 

And such 03 I think mysclt — that is not what I am 

I hido my own fadings oven from myself , 

Yea , I know myself only as I— <ucA as I am 

o^. jV lT" u/— M 

Oji lT^ ^ y,j=^ ji I cr^J «J*> 

)o-» oljl 41 O xJ »_/l ^ fc r* 40 

uri h Z-^ lt' ^ ^ 

IKPLATINO oneself WITU TnOUQHTS OF LOVE IN OLD AGE 
Sighs m old ago —old man I men do not heave, hke this, 

Men give their hearts hot do not throw their lives away, hke thta 

You were quit of oU bondage, as I thought, for ever , 

5fen, who fire, do not pine m /over s fashion. Me 
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XCVII 

The ‘I’ of meri's appraisal is ne^er the essential 
The ‘I ’ of mine own dreamhig I ne!er exemplify. 

Cover I up my failings, even from mine own gaze — 
Xone hut unto myself, can I personify. 


XCVIII 

What ? Past thy prime and sighing for love just like a hoy ! 

— {For^love^ grown men may suffer, hut ne'er their lives destroy .) — 
You — Y cm whoseyears have set you full free from Passion’s toils, 
You know old men should never love’s dolorous pains enjoy! 
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ci-iw 

— “I ^y, ^ j — ^ >— i^I 

(.Vf ^ ^JJ 1 — xS £. ^ — Ii,j i_ L;)^ 

^ ^ !■ > — ?« !• w1:k 

TnE IVrOLEnANT UTTEIUJ<CES op rEEACHEES 
Wien ft fireworshippcr asked to know tho principles of Isldm, 
The prcaclier addressed him m words full of harshness 
Tlicn said ho, ‘ Tho creed which your worship represents— 
To such Q creed, and such a religion, I make my bow/ 


(j^ dj'-* V’ly* 

^ i_/ u“^ ^ t5 — iy 

.i-Cki» Z-. ^ (Jt— 

^1 ^ ^/j £. 

In noNOUE of the Nawab Vioabui. Umaba Iqbaltjddaula Bahadto’ 


‘ Good fortune ’ abandoned the companionship of him. 
Who sought to win a victory over * Success ’. * 

Too is the man, H4h t who could wm any prize 
From one, m whose reins runs the blood of Asaf J^h * 


I After matuaff a pale astclt 

8 Lit , ‘ Glory '—a play on the title Iqb^ ud Dowlab 
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XGIX 

When once a Farsi queried the Tenets of Islam 
The Preacher answered harshly, and filled him with alarm — 
Then he replied, ‘0 Preacher ! — the creed you typify 
Attracts me not, and to it I proffer my Salaam P 


G 

‘ Good Fortune ’ will abandon all those who would attain 
Victory against 'Success^ — their efforts are in vain — 

Who could prevail — 0 Hdli ! — Against one in whom the blood 
Of Asaf J dh the Mighty flows, throbs, and lives again ? 



[01 


^ fijj Jjl— y) jtj 

^ t — 8j ,_j4^ ^ yt ij j_jJU. 

^ ^ tS f ^skJ jj ■^jh yj>^ 

4- * ul iS Ai ^j~S 

A <JUAT1UIN \VnnTES C. EAELY UFB 
His daily rcmcmbranco la tbo task of my life , 

This cup, never empty, be tbo flask of my life ! 

How could I forgo the praise of His name ?— It is Hts 
How should I refrain—froro all I ask of my life f 



The Cup of His Remembrance shall he my daily task ; 

To fill that Gup My Being the never empty flask — 

My life is ‘of’ and ‘from’ Him — shall I His praise withhold 
When leave to hymn His Glory is all of Life I ask ? 
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